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$500  million  Peace  River  pulp  mill 
will  create  almost  1900  new  jobs 


Design  engineering  and  detailed 
planning  will  begin  this  spring  on  the 
$500  million  Daishowa  Canada  Co. 
Ltd.  bleached  krafl  pulp  mill  to  be  con- 
structed 1 6  km  north  of  Peace  River. 

The  plant,  the  largest  single  user  of 
aspen  in  the  province,  is  expected  to 
create  almost  1  900  new  jobs  -  630  in 
the  mill  and  woodlands  plus  1  260  in- 
direct jobs  -  when  it  begins  operations 
in  September.  1990.  Construction  of 
the  complex  will  require  1  600  man 
years,  with  the  manpower  figure  peak- 
ing at  about  1  300  early  in  1990. 

Announcement  of  the  provincial 
government's  approval  of  the  huge  pro- 
ject was  made  jointly  by  Premier  Don 
Getty  and  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
Minister  LeRoy  Fjordbotten. 

'This  major  investment  by  Dais- 
howa, its  largest  overseas  investment, 
will  provide  vital  development  and  em- 
ployment opportunities  for  northern  Al- 
berta," said  the  Premier.  "The  project  is 
indic  ative  of  the  government's  commit- 
ment to  the  forest  industry  sector  of 
the  provincial  economy  and  to  our  over- 
all economic  diversification  strategy." 


Mr.  Fjordbotten  announced  that  the 
government  will  build  road  and  rail  ac- 
cess to  the  site  and  provide  other  in- 
frastructure at  a  total  cost  of  $65.2 
million  over  the  next  five  years. 

"This  infrastructure  investment  is 
necessary  to  proceed  in  a  relatively 
remote  location."  he  said.  "Lack  of 
such  access  has  long  been  an  impedi- 
ment to  development  of  the  forest  in- 
dustry in  northern  Alberta." 

At  the  same  time,  the  federal  West- 
ern Diversification  Office  announced  it 
would  contribute  $9.5  million  to  facili- 
tate Daishowa's  infrastructure  leading 
to  the  mill  gate. 

In  making  this  announcement.  Stan 
Schellenberger.  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary to  Hon.  Bill  McKnight,  Federal 
Western  Diversification  Minister,  said 
the  project  demonstrates  how  two  gov- 
ernments can  work  together  with  the 
private  sector  to  make  a  significant 
contribution  toward  the  development 
and  diversification  of  the  Alberta  econ- 
omy. 
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Peace  River 


Perspective  of  Daishowa  plant  looking  east 


Whitecourt  'PR12«» 
newsprint  mill  a 
first  for  Alberta 


Premier  Don  Getty  and  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife  Minister  LeRoy 
Fjordbotten  announced  the  provincial 
government's  approval  in  principal  of 
the  Alberta  Newsprint  Company  Ltd. 
project  to  construct  a  world-scale 
newsprint  mill  near  Whitecourt.  Al- 
berta. Scheduled  for  completion  bv 
1990.  this  $360  million  project  will 
generate  more  than  1  100  jobs.  It  will 
have  its  head  office  based  in  Edmon- 
ton. 

In  making  this  announcement,  the 
Premier  stated:  "Alberta  Newsprint 
Company's  220  000  metric  tonne  mill 
will  be  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Alberta. 
The  benefits  of  this  project  are  signifi- 
cant. The  creation  of  375  mill  and 
woodland  jobs  and  750  indirect  jobs 
will  contribute  greatly  to  the  diversifi- 
ciation  of  the  economy  " 

The  province  welcomes  the  Alberta 
Newsprint  Company  decision  to  locate 
this  project  here.  We  have  the  re- 
sources for  a  successful  development: 
fibre  which  can  be  converted  into  a 
very  high  quality  pulp,  low  cost  en- 
ergy, and  a  positive  labour  climate" 
added  Mr.  Fjordbotten. 

Mr.  Ronald  Stern.  Managing  Direc- 
tor of  the  Alberta  Newsprint  Company, 
said  "that  one  of  the  major  reasons  for 
locating  the  newsprint  mill  in  Alberta 
is  the  high  standard  of  forest  manage- 
ment set  by  the  province." 

Alberta  Newsprint  Company  pro- 
poses to  locate  its  state-of-the-art 
newsprint  mill  seven  kilometres  west 
of  the  Town  of  Whitecourt,  while  the 
Fox  Creek  area  will  house  the  wood- 
lands office.  Many  of  the  175  loggers 
are  expected  to  locate  in  the  commu- 
nity. The  company  intends  to  encour- 
age this  by  assisting  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  modern  maintenance  fa- 
cilities for  logging  equipment  in  the 
Fox  Creek-Knight  area. 

Whitecourt  MLA  Peter  Trynchy 
noted:  "I  see  widespread  benefits.  In 
addition  to  the  new  mill  in  the  White- 
court  constituency,  communities  in 
the  entire  region  will  benefit  from  the 
logging  and  employment  opportuni- 
ties." 

The  company  selected  the  White- 
court  site  after  careful  evaluation  of 
several  potential  locations.  Points  in 
favour  of  the  Whitecourt  location  in- 
clude: ease  of  construction;  and  cost 
efficiencies  in  accessing  wood  supply, 
water,  energy  and  transportation.  As 
well,  suitable  power,  a  major  project 
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Alberta  Newsprint  Company  Limited,  Whitecourt,  Alberta 
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Most  of  the  pulp  produced  at  the 
new  mill  will  be  shipped  to  Daishowa's 
paper  mills  in  Japan,  but  a  portion 
will  be  sold  in  the  domestic  and  inter- 
national markets. 

Koichi  Kitagawa,  Vice-President  and 
General  Manager  of  Daishowa  Canada 
Co.  Ltd.,  said  that  one  of  the  strong 
features  of  the  Peace  River  area  loca- 
tion is  "the  excellent  opportunities  for 
a  major  expansion  of  bleached  kraft 
pulp  based  on  the  abundant  supply  of 
available  timber  resources." 

Daishowa  Canada  Co.  Ltd.  is  a 
wholly  owned  Canadian  subsidiary  of 
Daishowa  Paper  Manufacturing  Co. 
Ltd..  the  second  largest  pulp  and  pa- 
per company  in  Japan,  with  annual 
sales  of  $3  billion  and  annual  produc- 
tion of  two  million  metric  tonnes. 

Daishowa  Canada  Co.  Ltd.  was  es- 
tablished in  1977,  with  their  head  of- 
fice in  Vancouver,  to  purchase  North 
American  pulp  and  to  seek  investment 
opportunities. 

The  company  first  approached  the 
Alberta  government  in  the  spring  of 
1987,  then  undertook  a  $1.8  million 
feasibility  study,  with  the  provincial 
government  and  the  Western  Diversifi- 
cation Office  each  contributing  $  1 50 
000.  The  study  was  completed  in  De- 
cember. 1987. 

The  Peace  River  plant  will  produce  1 
000  air-dried  metric  tonnes  per  day  of 
hardwood  bleached  kraft  pulp  and 
softwood.  Annual  production  is 
targeted  at  340  000  metric  tonnes. 
About  70  per  cent  of  the  pulp  will  be 
hardwood  and  30  per  cent  softwood. 

Annual  sales  will  exceed  $220  mil- 
lion, and  wages  and  salaries  will  inject 
$22  million  into  the  regional  economy. 

A  Forest  Management  Agreement, 
covering  approximately  1 1  200  square 
miles,  is  to  be  negotiated  with  Dais- 
howa. It  will  provide  the  mill  with 
hardwood  (primarily  aspen)  for  80  per 
cent  of  its  fibre  needs,  with  the  bal- 
ance to  be  obtained  through  purchase 
and  short-term  dispositions  from  sur- 
rounding areas.  Under  the  agreement, 
Daishowa  will  be  given  the  rights  to 
manage  the  aspen  resource. 

The  Daishowa  mill  is  the  latest  - 
and  by  far  the  largest  -  forestry  project 
announced  by  the  provincial  govern- 
ment since  it  established  the  Forest 
Industry  Development  Division  in 
1986  to  promote  greater  development 
of  Alberta's  huge  timber  resources. 

In  congratulating  Daishowa  for 
demonstrating  its  confidence  in  Al- 
berta, Premier  Getty  said,  "This  is  a 
very  exciting  project  and  we  look  for- 
ward to  many  others.  The  Alberta  gov- 
ernment is  committed  to  encouraging 
utilization  of  the  province's  timber  re- 
sources and  fully  recognizes  the  con- 
tribution to  Alberta's  economy  that 
forestry  makes." 


Whitecourt,  Continued  from  Page  1 
requirement  to  initiate  construction,  is 
available  on-site,  unlike  the  other  as- 
sessed locations  which  would  neces- 
sitate initial  construction  delays. 

Of  the  total  cost  of  $360  million,  the 
provincial  government  has  agreed  to 
guarantee  up  to  $200  million  of  the 
funds  the  company  will  be  borrowing 
to  finance  the  project.  The  province 
will  also  provide  $8.3  million  toward 
road,  rail  and  other  service  costs.  Road 
development  will  be  open  to  public  ac- 
cess. 

Once  an  environmental  impact  as- 
sessment is  completed,  the  company 
will  proceed  with  construction  of  the 
mill  with  expected  start-up  set  for  the 
spring  of  1990.  Mr.  Stern  noted  that 
the  project  has  received  strong  sup- 
port from  major  newspaper  publishers 
in  both  Canada  and  the  United  States 
as  well  as  from  purchasers  in  Asia. 

The  Alberta  Newsprint  Company 
mill  will  be  a  major  user  of  Alberta's 
aspen  poplar  resources.  The  chemi- 
thermo-mechanical  pulp  for  the  news- 
print will  be  produced  from  a  timber 


The  Alberta  Forest  Service  is  focus- 
ing on  the  possibility  of  the  holdover 
fires  from  last  fall  and  early  winter 
flaring  up  to  become  major  blazes, 
particularly  with  the  high  fire  danger 
this  spring. 

Lack  of  precipitation  last  fall  left 
ground  and  fuel  conditions  extremely 
dry,  and  the  relatively  light  winter 
snowfall  means  little  moisture  has 
been  added  to  the  duff  and  moss.  As  a 
result,  many  ground  fires  -  from  agri- 
cultural burning,  unextinguished 
campfires  and  other  sources  -  con- 
tinue to  burn  in  many  areas  and  have 
spread  in  the  peat  and  organic  soils, 
even  in  those  places  with  snow  cover. 

The  AFS  is  tackling  the  holdover  fire 
problem  on  three  fronts: 


mix  of  80  per  cent  softwood  (spruce 
and  pine)  and  20  per  cent  hardwood 
(aspen  poplar).  At  this  time,  the  pro- 
posed Forest  Management  Agreement 
will  cover  an  area  of  approximately 
3,600  square  kilometres. 

Mill  production  is  expected  to  be 
120  000  tonnes  in  1990  and  180  000  in 
1991. 

Once  fully  operational,  Alberta 
Newsprint  Company  Ltd.  will  be  a 
strong  contender  in  competing  in  the 
world  newsprint  market.  In  addition, 
this  project  will  have  a  major  impact 
on  chip  consumption  because  the 
company  will  aggressively  seek  chip 
purchases  from  Whitecourt  and  neigh- 
bouring communities. 

"World  demand  for  newsprint  is 
high,  and  currently.  Alberta  imports 
all  its  newsprint  requirements.  The 
printing  and  publishing  industry 
should  benefit  from  better  availability 
at  competitive  prices.  As  well,  this 
world-scale  newsprint  operation  in  Al- 
berta is  no  less  than  another  major 
step  toward  our  government's  goal  of 
economic  diversification,"  concluded 
Premier  Getty. 


1 .  Air  and  ground  patrols  are  being 
used  to  detect  fires. 

2.  A  newspaper  and  radio  advertis- 
ing campaign  has  been  launched  to 
increase  the  public's  awareness  of  the 
problem,  while  field  staff  are  contact- 
ing landowners,  timber  operators,  oil 
companies  and  other  forest  users  to 
alert  them  and  have  them  extinguish 
or  report  known  fires. 

3.  Preparations  have  been  made  to 
extinguish  holdover  fires  in  the  Forest 
Protection  Areas  that  have  the  greatest 
potential  to  become  wildfires. 

In  fighting  forest  fires  this  season, 
the  AFS  will  have  two  additional  CL- 
2 1 5  air  tankers  in  its  fleet.  The  two 
aircraft  were  brought  to  Alberta  in 
Fires,  Continued  on  Page  4 


AFS  attacks  "holdover  fires" 


Sport  fishing  licence  fee  increase 
assists  Buck  for  Wildlife  program 


Greg  Stolz:  happy  memories 

Brief  torch  run 
thrills  officer 

Although  he  wasn't  registered  in  any 
of  the  official  events.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Officer  Greg  Stolz  of  the  Oyen  office 
knows  what  it  feels  like  to  participate 
in  the  Olympic  Games. 

He  was  one  of  the  fortunate  Canadi- 
ans chosen  to  take  part  in  the  pre- 
Games  Olympic  Torch  Relay  across 
the  country  and  he  found  the  experi- 
ence to  be  truly  memorable. 

"Pretty  incredible"  and  "really  great" 
is  how  he  describes  his  seven-minute, 
one-km  run  with  the  torch  near  Bow 
Island  on  Highway  3  between  Medicine 
Hat  and  Lethbridge. 

"The  feeling  you  get  is  more  than 
equivalent  to  being  in  the  Olympics," 
says  Greg.  "It  felt  really  good  to  be  a 
part  of  it." 

Greg's  day.  No.  83,  began  cool  and 
windy,  but  by  the  time  his  turn  arrived 
the  wind  had  gone  down  and  condi- 
tions were  "perfect"  for  running.  He 
was  part  of  a  10-person  relay  team 
that  dubbed  themselves  "88  Thrill 
Seekers". 

The  team  suited  up  and  were 
briefed  by  officials  in  one  of  the  ve- 
hicles that  made  up  the  caravan  ac- 
companying the  torch  across  Canada. 
Then  they  hit  the  road.  "We  were  en- 
couraged to  share  the  flame',"  he  says, 
so  he  used  the  torch  to  light  one  or 
two  of  the  mini-torch  candles  held  by 
some  of  the  onlookers. 

'The  spirit  was  incredible,"  he  says. 

Greg  has  only  words  of  praise  for 
Petro-Canada  and  the  way  they  organ- 
ized the  event.  "  It  was  absolutely  phe- 
nomenal. They  really  did  a  good  job." 


Significant  changes  will  be  made  in 
Alberta's  sport  fishing  regulations  this 
year,  effective  April  1,  1988. 

On  that  date,  the  fee  for  the  Resi- 
dent Sport  Fishing  Licence  will  be  in- 
creased to  $7  from  $5,  with  80  cents  of 
the  $2  increase  being  earmarked  for 
the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Trust  Fund  - 
Buck  for  Wildlife  program,  and  the 
balance  added  to  general  revenue. 
This  program,  which  at  present  re- 
ceives $2  from  the  licence  fee  -  plus 
donations  of  money  and  materials 
from  landowners,  organizations  and 
businesses  -  finances  the  retention, 
improvement,  and  development  offish 
and  wildlife  habitat  throughout  the 
province. 

Changes  in  the  regulations  covering 
the  Bow  River  are  designed  to  provide 
more  fishing  opportunities  along  this 
waterway,  which  is  considered  to  be 
one  of  the  best  trout  fishing  rivers  in 
Canada. 

Last  year,  the  entire  river  in  Fish 
Management  Area  5  was  closed  from 
April  1  to  May  31,  but  under  the  new 
regulations  the  river  is  broken  down 
into  a  number  of  sections,  each  with 
its  own  closure  dates  or  possession 
limits. 

That  portion  of  the  Bow  running 
from  the  Bearspaw  Dam,  west  of  Cal- 
gary, to  the  85th  Street  Bridge,  is 
closed  to  fishing  from  April  12  to  May 
31.  From  June  1  to  March  31,  there  is 
a  daily  catch  limit  of  two  trout,  with  no 
size  limit  or  bait  restrictions. 

Fishing  is  permitted  in  April  and 
May  in  the  stretch  of  river  from  the 
85th  Street  Bridge  in  west  Calgary  to 
the  Highway  22X  Bridge  on  the  east- 
ern side  of  the  city.  The  trout  limit  is 
two,  with  no  size  limit  or  bait  restric  - 
tions. 

A  catch  and  release  fishery  will  be 
permitted  from  April  1  to  May  3 1  on 
that  portion  of  the  Bow  River  extend- 
ing from  Highway  22X  bridge  to  Carse- 
land  Weir,  approximately  65  km  down- 
stream. All  fish  caught  during  this  pe- 
riod must  be  returned  to  the  water. 
From  June  1,  1988  to  March  31, 
1989,  the  daily  catch  limit  is  two  trout, 
with  a  maximum  size  limit  of  40  cm. 
Bait  restrictions  apply. 

Downstream  from  the  Carseland 
Weir  to  Highway  24  is  closed  April  1  to 
May  3 1 ,  but  from  Highway  24  to  the 
Bassano  Dam  is  open  to  fishing  at  all 
times. 

An  extra  2  1/  2  months  of  angling 
have  been  added  to  the  major  rivers  in 
the  Edson-Hinton  region.  The  new 
regulations  remove  the  spring  closure 
-  from  April  1  to  June  15  -  from  10  riv- 


ers in  that  area:  McLeod.  Pembina. 
Embarass.  Gregg,  Athabasca,  Berland. 
Smoky,  Little  Smoky.  Freeman  and 
Wildhay-  thus  providing  more 
sportfishing  opportunities.  To  protect 
fish  during  spawning  periods,  how- 
ever, the  spring  closure  will  remain  in 
effect  on  small  headwater  areas  of 
these  rivers  as  well  as  on  smaller 
tributary  streams. 

Fishermen  are  asked  to  note  the 
following  closures  in  other  areas  of  the 
province: 

•  Cold  Lake  will  be  closed  to  lake 
trout  fishing  from  September  15  to  No- 
vember 15. 

•  to  protect  the  spawning  and  rear- 
ing of  bull  trout.  Storm  Creek  -  a 
tributary  to  the  Highwood  River  in  Ka- 
nanaskis  Country  -  is  permanently 
closed  to  fishing. 

•  the  rivers  in  the  vicinity  known  as 
Grand  Forks  -  where  the  Bow  and 
Oldman  rivers  join  to  form  the  South 
Saskatchewan  River  -  will  be  closed 
from  April  1  to  May  20.  This  will  en- 
able the  walleye  to  spawn  free  from 
harassment. 

•  the  Carseland  Irrigation  Canal 
between  Highway  542  and  McGregor 
Lake  will  be  closed  from  September  1 
to  November  30.  This  closure  is  de- 
signed to  eliminate  a  problem  of  an- 
glers snagging  lake  whitefish  which 
congregate  in  the  area  during  this  pe- 
riod. 

Forestry.  Lands  and  Wildlife  Minis- 
ter LeRoy  Fjordbotten  noted  that  the 
sale  of  sportfishing  licences  last  year 
contributed  more  than  $705  000  to 
the  Buck  for  Wildlife  Fund. 

That  revenue,"  he  said,  "provides  a 
return  investment  to  Alberta's  anglers, 
as  it  is  applied  to  enhancing  and  con- 
serving critical  fisheries  habitat." 

The  Minister  estimated  that  this 
year's  licence  sales  may  add  more 
than  $1  million  to  the  Trust  Fund. 


Young  anglers  show  catch 


Harvesting  of  old,  unhealthy  trees 
will  improve  Bighorn  Creek  habitat 


Improved  habitat  for  elk  and  other 
ungulates  will  result  from  a  two-year 
program  now  underway  in  the  Bighorn 
Creek  watershed  about  80  km  south- 
west of  Rocky  Mountain  House. 

The  program,  being  carried  out 
jointly  by  the  Albert  Forest  Service  and 
the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division,  with  as- 
sistance from  a  commercial  timber 
company,  calls  for  the  harvesting  of 
about  355  ha  (876  acres)  of  old- 
growth,  diseased  and  decadent  conif- 
erous timber 

This  will  increase  the  amount  of 
ungulate  range  and  create  conditions 
favoring  increased  herd  size.  For  the 
entire  Red  Deer  Panther  Resource 
Management  Area,  which  includes 
Bighorn,  the  target  populations  are  1 
000  elk,  400  mule  deer,  50  moose,  50 
goats,  and  30  caribou.  At  present  the 
area  contains  extensive  winter  ranges 
for  elk  that  rank  among  the  top  five  in 
the  province  and  a  herd  size  in  excess 
of  400  elk  is  common. 

Timber  harvesting  by  a  private  com- 
pany under  contract  to  the  AFS  will  be 
completed  in  1989.  It  is  subject  to  op- 
erating conditions  that  protect  the 
valuable  watershed. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  will  oversee  the 
post-harvest  treatment  of  the  area,  in- 
cluding clean-up  (piling  and  burning 
leftover  materials),  reclamations  of 
roads,  landing  and  trails,  and  the 


Fires,  Continued  from  Page  2 
March,  thus  completing  a  deal  with 
the  federal  government  under  which 
the  province  purchased  two  air  tank- 
ers and  a  spare  parts  package  for  $  1 5 
million,  and  Ottawa  provided  two 
other  CL-215s  under  a  lease  agree- 
ment. The  first  two  planes  saw  service 
during  the  past  two  fire  seasons  and 
proved  to  be  effective  in  both  initial 
attack  and  support  actions  on  larger 
fires. 

All  four  tankers  will  be  outfitted 
with  foam  suppressant  equipment  for 
the  1988  season.  Foam  suppressants 
are  rated  three-to-five  times  more  ef- 
fective than  water  in  combatting  forest 
fires.  They  will  also  be  tested  in  me- 
dium and  light  helicopter  bucket  sys- 
tems. As  well,  equipment  will  be  avail- 
able to  apply  foam  through  power 
pump  delivery  systems,  both  portable 
and  truck  mounted. 

The  AFS  is  working  with  the  Cana- 
dian Forestry  service  to  develop  a  com- 
puter-based system  that  features  a 
number  of  factors  (land  base,  timber 
values,  etc.)  with  the  capacity  to  input 
such  variable  factors  as  weather  con- 


seeding  of  cutover  blocks.  In  all,  492 
ha  (1  200  acres)  will  be  treated. 

The  forest  cover  in  the  Bighorn  Wa- 
tershed is  old,  unhealthy  Englemann 
spruce  and  lodgepole  pine.  Stands  of 
timber  are  over  200  years  old  and 
standing  dead  trees  are  a  common 
sight.  Spruce  bark  beetles  are  attack- 
ing and  killing  the  old-growth  spruce, 
while  the  over-mature  lodgepole  pine 
are  infested  with  dwarf  mistletoe. 

Timber  removal  patterns  are  de- 
signed not  only  to  increase  the  capac- 
ity of  the  ungulate  winter  range,  but 
also  to  enhance  recreational  opportu- 
nities such  as  hiking,  trail  riding,  and 
other  back-country  activities.  The  tim- 
ber harvest  also  will  help  create  a 
healthier  forest. 

The  Bighorn  Project  implements 
part  of  the  Nordegg-Red  Deer  Sub-Re- 
gional Integrated  Resource  plan. 

That  plan,  noting  the  commercial 
timber  in  the  Bighorn  area,  says, 
"Timber  harvesting  will  be  designed  to 
enhance  wildlife  habitat  while  protect- 
ing terrain  and  recreational  values." 

The  plan  also  says  that  lack  of 
public  access  control  in  the  past  has 
allowed  excessive  recreational  vehicle 
use  in  the  area.  However,  motorized 
access  is  now  controlled  indefinitely 
under  legislation  establishing  the  Up- 
per Clearwater  River  Forest  Land  Use 
Zone 


ditions  and  fire  locations.  The  system 
will  evalutate  fire  behavior  potential 
and  consider  fire  growth  potential 
through  computer  modelling. 

Another  aspect  of  preparations 
deals  with  the  specialized  equipment 
required  in  fighting  fires  in  mountain- 
ous regions,  such  as  gravity  funnels, 
back  pressure  valves  and  flyable  water 
tanks.  By  April  this  year,  the  AFS  ex- 
pects to  have  enough  of  this  equip- 
ment in  place  to  meet  the  initial  attack 
requirements  of  each  mountain  dis- 
trict. 

Other  preparations  include  continu- 
ing to  upgrade  initial  attack  and  stu- 
dent fire  crews,  providing  refresher 
training  for  certified  fire-fighters  who 
are  out  of  service,  and  increasing  pub- 
lic awareness  of  the  toll-free  427-FIRE 
number  for  reporting  forest  fires. 

This  year  will  also  see  establish- 
ment of  a  formal  wildfire  investigation 
team,  made  up  of  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Management  Section  of  the  Forest  Pro- 
tection Branch,  a  fire  behavior  expert 
and  a  representative  of  the  forest-dis- 
trict in  which  an  investigation  is  being 
conducted. 


Measures  help 
protect  wildlife 
near  Highway  40 

Apart  from  one  incident,  efforts  to 
protect  wintering  elk  and  deer  during 
the  time  Highway  40  was  opened  for 
the  Olympic  Games  proved  to  be  very 
effective. 

Vehicles  were  permitted  to  use  the 
highway  as  an  alternative  travel  route 
to  Olympic  sites  at  Mount  Allan  and 
Canmore  from  December  1,  1987  to 
February  29,  1988.  Several  measures 
were  introduced  to  mitigate  any  harm- 
ful effect  the  opening  might  have  on 
the  wildlife. 

These  measures  included  designat- 
ing the  stretch  of  highway  (between 
Highwood  Pass  in  the  north  and 
HIghwood  Crossing  in  the  south)  a 
Wildlife  Control  Area  to  prohibit  trav- 
ellers from  leaving  the  right  of  way, 
providing  feed  for  deer  and  elk  at  sites 
well  away  from  the  road,  posting  signs 
to  make  the  public  aware  of  the  ani- 
mal hazards  and  conducting  24-hour- 
a-day  patrols. 

The  one  incident  which  marred  the 
opening  of  the  highway  was  the  slay- 
ing of  three  elk  early  in  January.  Four 
persons  were  later  charged. 

The  feeding  program  was  in  place 
by  mid-December  with  timothy/brome 
hay  and  pelleted  deer  rations  provided 
on  a  continuous  basis  at  eight  loca- 
tions. 

At  the  beginning  of  March  the  elk 
were  cleaning  up  leftovers  at  the  feed- 
ing sites,  although  the  mild  winter  had 
left  them  with  an  abundance  of  natu- 
ral range  forage. 


More  Information? 

If  you  would  like  more  Information  on 
the  contents  of  this  newsletter  or  any 
other  information  on  the  policies  or 
programs  for  forestry,  lands  and  wild- 
life in  Alberta,  please  write  or  tele- 
phone the  Communications  Branch  at 
the  address  below. 

This  newsletter  is  published  ten  times 
a  year  by  the  Department  of  Forestry. 
Lands  and  Wildlife,  Government  of 
Alberta. 

Editor:  Hugh  Calder 

Communications  Branch 

Comments,  questions  and  suggestions 

are  always  welcome. 

Please  contact: 

The  Editor 

Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife, 
910,  9942  -  108  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  2J5 
Telephone:  (403)  427-8636 


